CarCare version 1.0 Help

By: http://acctusa.net (email: webmaster@acctusa.net)
Help information is available, in context sensitive manner, through the application interface.  As a convenience, it is also included here, in its entirety.

Home Page:

CarCare

Easily maintain vehicle information.

· Sample data provided with application

· For a quick start guide, click the “?” in the upper-right corner of this tab

Home Page / Quick Start:

* Be patient when switching tabs, some tabs take awhile to load *

Quick Start (sample data included):

1. Click the “Cars” tab; enter/edit vehicle info.

2. Click the “Places” tab; enter/edit places related to cars, such as service station name, insurance company, DMV, etc.

3. Click the “Event Types” tab; enter/edit event types, such as oil change, tire rotation, insurance renewal, registration, inspection, etc.

4. Click the “Events” tab; enter/edit events performed, such as any routine maintenance, renewals, or any event type.

      5.  Click the “Reports” tab to view and create custom event reports.

Buttons located at the bottom of each tab are for record navigation and location in a record set, as well as, adding or deleting records:

“|<” – Go to first record

“<” - Previous record

“> “ - Next record

“>|” – Go to last record

“x/y” Current record number out of total records

“+” – Add new record

“-“ – Delete existing record

· Fields marked with an “*” designate a required field, and should not remain blank.  Required fields are shaded light blue in the application.

Need more help?  Each tab has its own content-sensitive help, click the “?” located in the upper-right corner of each tab to access help specific to the current tab.  Each tab set has a “Home” tab, which returns the application to the first page.

Cars-Car:

Fields and Descriptions:

Make: A recognizable kind, such as Chevrolet, Dodge, Ford, or Honda.

* Model:  A style or design of the car, such as Camaro, Caravan, or Accord.

Year: Year vehicle was manufactured.

VIN #: Vehicle Identification Number.

License #: License plate number on the vehicle.

For help using the record buttons on all tabs, click the “Quick Start” button on this screen.

Cars-Options:

Installed vehicle options are often necessary information when purchasing vehicle parts, such as battery, starter, alternator, etc.  Self-explanatory fields are not explained in this help page.

To select an installed option, click the box beside each option to place a checkmark inside the box, a checked box represents an option the vehicle has installed.

Only updating of data is necessary on the Options page.  To add or delete a vehicle, click the “Car” tab, followed by selecting the appropriate action button.

Fields and Descriptions (all are optional):

Engine Size:  Enter the engine size, then choose the unit of measurement (Liters, Cubic Centimeters, or Cubic Inches), from the drop-down list.

Power Brakes:  Power assisted brakes may be ABS, or non-ABS (Antilock Breaking System).  Click the appropriate check boxes.

For help using the record buttons on all tabs, click the “Quick Start” button on this screen.

Cars-Oil:

Fields and Descriptions (all are optional):

Oil Brand:  A distinctive name identifying the oil product or manufacturer.

Oil Visc:  Oil Viscosity, such as SAE 5W-30 or 10W-40.

Oil Qty: The quantity of engine oil.

Filter Brand:  A distinctive name identifying the oil filter product or manufacturer.

Filter #: Oil filter number.

Drain Plug SZ:  Oil drain-plug size, such as 15 mm or ½ inch socket.

For help using the record buttons on all tabs, click the “Quick Start” button on this screen.

Cars-Tire:

Fields and Descriptions (all are optional):

Brand: A distinctive name identifying the tire product or manufacturer

Tire Size:  Some vehicles have different size tires for front, rear and spare, therefore; fields for each are provided.  For convenience, the Rear and Spare sizes auto-fill when clicked, based on the value entered in the Front Tire Size field.

PSI Hot / Cold:  Pounds per square inch, or tire inflation pressure.  Some vehicles require different pressures based on the tire being hot or cold, therefore; fields for each are provided.  The spare tire is generally considered cold.  For convenience, the Rear Tire PSI fields auto-fill when clicked, based on the value entered in the Front Tire PSI field.

Draw Tire Rotation:  A sketch area for drawing the tire rotation diagram.  Consult proper vehicle documentation when using this field.

Clear Button:  Clears entire rotation sketch area.

For help using the record buttons on all tabs, click the “Quick Start” button on this screen.

Places:

Enter/edit places related to cars, such as service station name, insurance company, DMV, etc.  Be inventive, the generic nature of using places and event types make this application more robust.  Self-explanatory fields are not explained in this help page.

Fields and Descriptions:

* Name:  The name of any place used for tracking events related to the vehicle.  Suggestion:  If the event is performed by the owner, not a mechanic, create a place of “Self” or “Owner.”

 All other fields are optional, but can store standard address information, as well as, notes related to a particular place.

For help using the record buttons on all tabs, click the “Quick Start” button on this screen.

Event Types:

Enter/edit event types, such as oil change, tire rotation, insurance renewal, registration, inspection, etc.  Be inventive, the generic nature of using places and event types make this application more robust.  Self-explanatory fields are not explained in this help page.

Fields and Descriptions:

* Name:  The name of any event used in tracking a vehicle such as: maintenance, upgrades, taxes, registration, or purchasing information.  Suggestion:  Create event types to track any reoccurring event, not simply vehicle maintenance.

For help using the record buttons on all tabs, click the “Quick Start” button on this screen.

Events:

Enter/edit events performed, such as any routine maintenance, renewals, or any event type.  Select this tab only after entering data in all required fields in the following tabs: Cars, Places, Event Types.  To produce meaningful reports, all available fields should contain data, with the exception of the Filter Change check box.  Data for the Car, Event, and Place drop-boxes are derived form the previously mentioned tabs.  

Fields and Descriptions:

Pick Car:  Click the right-side arrow to choose the vehicle for which the event occurred.

Pick Event:  Click the right-side arrow to choose the event which occurred.

Pick Place: Click the right-side arrow to choose the place in which the event occurred.

Filter Change:  Check only if applicable.

Date Performed:  Date event occurred.  As with all date fields, click the “_” box to launch the date picker / calendar, from which dates can be selected.

Date to Remind: A date regarding when the next occurrence for a specified event should occur.  As with all date fields, click the “_” box to launch the date picker / calendar, from which dates can be selected.

Odometer Pref:  The odometer mileage when the event occurred.

Odometer Next: The next odometer reading regarding the next occurrence for a specified event.

Cost: Total cost related to the specified event.

For help using the record buttons on all tabs, click the “Quick Start” button on this screen.

Reports-Car

Generate Reports filtered by vehicle model.  Data displayed is view only, unless a record is double-clicked in the resulting data set.  To edit an event, double-click a record, the Event tab will open, preloaded with the selected recode in edit mode.

Fields and Descriptions:

Pick / All:  Clicking the right-hand arrow on the drop-down box, then selecting a vehicle, results in displaying only records for the selected vehicle.  Records are displayed immediately open picking a vehicle.  This method of searching and retrieving is called filtering data, as opposed to selecting all available data with the “All” button.  This process is repeatable for each vehicle in the drop-down list.

All Button: Retrieves all stored vehicle events and data without a filter.

Record counter:  Appears only after a search / retrieve action is initiated; it displays the total record count for the current record set.

Vehicle Name: Appears only after a search / retrieve action is initiated; it displays the selected vehicle name if one was picked, or “all cars” if the “All” button was pressed.

Total Cost: Appears only after a search / retrieve action is initiated; it displays the total cost for the resulting record set.

Search Result List Box:  Data resulting from a search action is displayed in this area.  Both vertical and horizontal scrolling is likely necessary to view all rows and columns in the resulting data set.  It may be necessary to resize column width to view data; this is accomplished by clicking the dividing lines between columns, then dragging to the desired width.  Column resizing is temporary, once a new search is initiated, column widths are returned to default values.  To edit an event, double-click a record, the Event tab will open, preloaded with the selected recode in edit mode.

For help using the record buttons on all tabs, click the “Quick Start” button on this screen.

Reports-Place

Generate Reports filtered by the place an event occurred.  Data displayed is view only, unless a record is double-clicked in the resulting data set.  To edit an event, double-click a record, the Event tab will open, preloaded with the selected recode in edit mode.

Fields and Descriptions:

Pick / All:  Clicking the right-hand arrow on the drop-down box, then selecting a place name, results in displaying only records for the selected place.  Records are displayed immediately open picking a place.  This method of searching and retrieving is called filtering data, as opposed to selecting all available data with the “All” button.  This process is repeatable for each place name in the drop-down list.

All Button: Retrieves all stored vehicle events and data without a filter.

Record counter:  Appears only after a search / retrieve action is initiated; it displays the total record count for the current record set.

Place Name: Appears only after a search / retrieve action is initiated; it displays the selected place name if one was picked, or “all places” if the “All” button was pressed.

Total Cost: Appears only after a search / retrieve action is initiated; it displays the total cost for the resulting record set.

Search Result List Box:  Data resulting from a search action is displayed in this area.  Both vertical and horizontal scrolling is likely necessary to view all rows and columns in the resulting data set.  It may be necessary to resize column width to view data; this is accomplished by clicking the dividing lines between columns, then dragging to the desired width.  Column resizing is temporary, once a new search is initiated, column widths are returned to default values.  To edit an event, double-click a record, the Event tab will open, preloaded with the selected recode in edit mode.

For help using the record buttons on all tabs, click the “Quick Start” button on this screen.

Reports-Event

Generate Reports filtered by event types.  Data displayed is view only, unless a record is double-clicked in the resulting data set.  To edit an event, double-click a record, the Event tab will open, preloaded with the selected recode in edit mode.

Fields and Descriptions:

Pick / All:  Clicking the right-hand arrow on the drop-down box, then selecting an event type, results in displaying only records for the selected event.  Records are displayed immediately open picking an event.  This method of searching and retrieving is called filtering data, as opposed to selecting all available data with the “All” button.  This process is repeatable for each event type in the drop-down list.

All Button: Retrieves all stored vehicle events and data without a filter.

Record counter:  Appears only after a search / retrieve action is initiated; it displays the total record count for the current record set.

Event Name: Appears only after a search / retrieve action is initiated; it displays the selected event name if one was picked, or “all events” if the “All” button was pressed.

Total Cost: Appears only after a search / retrieve action is initiated; it displays the total cost for the resulting record set.

Search Result List Box:  Data resulting from a search action is displayed in this area.  Both vertical and horizontal scrolling is likely necessary to view all rows and columns in the resulting data set.  It may be necessary to resize column width to view data; this is accomplished by clicking the dividing lines between columns, then dragging to the desired width.  Column resizing is temporary, once a new search is initiated, column widths are returned to default values.  To edit an event, double-click a record, the Event tab will open, preloaded with the selected recode in edit mode.

For help using the record buttons on all tabs, click the “Quick Start” button on this screen.

Reports-UBuild

Generate Reports filtered by combining filters types such as: cars, places, events, date performed and data to be reminded.  Many combinations of filters are available.  This is a cascading filter, each additional filter selected (car, place, etc.) narrows the resulting record set.  For example, pick one car model, one place, and only one event, to determine expense information for specific events.  Pressing the “Search” button without selecting any filter may not return all records, the date filters still filter out records where the dates are beyond the filtered date range.  Data displayed is view only, unless a record is double-clicked in the resulting data set.  To edit an event, double-click a record, the Event tab will open, preloaded with the selected recode in edit mode.

Fields and Descriptions (combine several to narrow search results):

Cars:  Click the right-side arrow to choose a specific vehicle for which event have occurred.

Places:  Clicking the right-hand arrow on the drop-down box, then selecting a place name, results in displaying only records for the selected place.

Events:  Clicking the right-hand arrow on the drop-down box, then selecting an event type, results in displaying only records for the selected event.  

Date Pd: Date Performed.  Choose a beginning and ending date range to return records where the date performed falls between the selected date ranges.  As with all date fields, click the “_” box to launch the date picker / calendar, from which dates can be selected.

Date Nt: Date to Remind (date of next occurrence).  Choose a beginning and ending date range to return records where the date performed falls between the selected date ranges.   As with all date fields, click the “_” box to launch the date picker / calendar, from which dates can be selected.

Record counter / Total Cost:  Appears only after a search / retrieve action is initiated; it displays the total record count for the current record set, and the total cost.

Buttons:

Search:  Initiates a search based on selected filters.

Reset:  Reset entire form to its default state.

Stats:  Statistical information.  Appears only after a search / retrieve action is initiated by pressing the search button; it displays the following statistical information based on the resulting record set, providing records were returned:  

Total Records

Total Cost

Average Cost

Minimum Cost

Maximum Cost

Search Result List Box:  Data resulting from a search action is displayed in this area.  Both vertical and horizontal scrolling is likely necessary to view all rows and columns in the resulting data set.  It may be necessary to resize column width to view data; this is accomplished by clicking the dividing lines between columns, then dragging to the desired width.  Column resizing is temporary, once a new search is initiated, column widths are returned to default values.  To edit an event, double-click a record, the Event tab will open, preloaded with the selected recode in edit mode.

For help using the record buttons on all tabs, click the “Quick Start” button on this screen.

